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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Outstanding student achievement is cause for celebration; and during the 2010-11 school year, Coastline ROP
celebrated the success of numerous students in all five member school districts: Huntington Beach Union,
Irvine, Newport-Mesa, Saddleback Valley and Tustin Unified School Districts. To highlight the accomplishments
of students, teachers, and the ROP, the 2011 edition of ACHIEVE is dedicated to success stories.
In addition to individual student accomplishments, student teams from various high schools received high
accolades. Outstanding team accomplishments included Costa Mesa High School’s ROP Virtual Enterprise
class taking first place at the National Competition in New York City, Newport Harbor High School’s ROP
Culinary Arts students winning first place in both the management and culinary competitions at the National
ProStart Invitational in Kansas City, and Huntington Beach High School’s ROP Music Technology program
receiving the highly coveted Golden Bell Award by the California School Boards Association.
Teachers are rewarded through student success, but sometimes they, too, are recognized for effective
performance. In 2011, John Hall, ROP Film and Digital Media Studies teacher, was named Coastline ROP’s
Teacher of the Year and advanced to the “Top 14” in the Orange County Teacher-of-the-Year competition.
In addition to the Golden Bell, Coastline ROP received two other honors. In 2011, the California Department
of Education recognized Coastline ROP for “exemplary practices and educational excellence” in the area of
student services; and the ROP was given the Model Programs and Practices Award by CDE.
On December 2, 2011, Coastline ROP was named a Top Workplace by The Orange County
Register.
Through powerful partnerships with the business community and the continued support
from the districts served, Coastline ROP fulfills its mission of providing students with a
dynamic career technical education program that prepares them for both academic and
career success.

Darlene Le Fort, Superintendent
Coastline ROP

studies reveal that students
enrolled in ROP classes:

Have a lower dropout rate.
Have raised their grade point averages.
Earn higher wages in general than similar high
school graduates who did not take these courses.

Are more likely to attend college.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Coastline ROP provides students with a dynamic
career technical education program that prepares
them for academic and career success.
EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS (ESs)
Upon successful completion, Coastline ROP students will:

TECHNICAL SKILLS
Rigor

Demonstrate industry-specific skills.
Use academic skills in the workplace.
Understand and use current and
emerging technologies.
Practice health and safety regulations.

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SKILLS
Relationships
Demonstrate effective communication skills.
Practice teamwork and leadership skills.
Apply creative problem solving and
critical thinking skills.
Demonstrate appropriate work ethics and
responsibility.
Exhibit responsible, flexible behavior.

CAREER PLANNING SKILLS
Relevance

Research career opportunities.
Establish educational and career goals.
Apply effective job search strategies.

Coastline Regional Occupational Program / coastlinerop.net
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HUNTINGTON BEACH UNION

HIGH SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Edison, Fountain Valley, Huntington Beach, Marina
Ocean View, Valley Vista / Coast, Westminster High Schools

Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Ambassador
Marina High School

Congratulations to Diana Schwene who was named the Hugh O’Brian
Youth Leadership (HOBY) Ambassador at Marina High School.
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership award winners are chosen based on their
outstanding academic performance, demonstration of leadership qualities,
commitment to leadership, service, and community-building. Diana was
nominated for the prestigious award by her ROP Visual Imagery teacher,
Miss Ruth Carter.

Student Wins Best Teen Chef Award
Westminster High School

Westminster High School student Khoi Nguyen Pham, a student of Chef
Tom Schatti’s Culinary Arts Advanced class, won first place in the Best
Teen Chef competition.
The Best Teen Chef competition, sponsored by the Art Institute of California in Orange County, was judged by professional chefs and culinary
faculty. The competitors were judged on their skills in preparing a twocourse meal and on technical skills including safety, sanitation, organization, knife skills, cooking techniques and clean-up. In addition, competitors
were judged on qualities of the dishes they prepared, such as temperature,
taste, texture, and presentation.
To qualify to compete, Khoi submitted a binder that included a menu for a
three-course meal, detailed recipes for each course, a photograph of the
three-courses he had previously prepared, and an essay on why he would
like to become a culinary professional.
Khoi won a five thousand dollar scholarship toward a culinary degree
program at The Art Institute where he plans to attend after graduation.

Music Technology holds Retrofest
Huntington Beach High School

Students from Jamie Knight’s Music Technology classes at Huntington
Beach High School held their annual Retrofest musical extravaganza. This
year’s theme, The Session Musician, featured songs from the late 1960’s
and highlighted the people behind the music, such as The Wrecking Crew,
Booker T and the MG’s, and the Funk Brothers.
ROP students were involved in all aspects of the show. Theater Technology students were responsible for the set design, lighting and sound, while
Music Technology students performed the music. In addition, Video & Film
Production students produced video clips that ran throughout the event
and told the story of the session musicians, while other students filmed
and edited the live performances of the evening.
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SCHOOL
IRVINE UNIFIED HIGHDISTRICT

Creekside / San Joaquin, Irvine, Northwood,
University, Woodbridge High Schools

Students Earn Journalism Education Association Award
Northwood High School

Congratulations to Tina Murphy’s Broadcast News students at Northwood High School. The students’ weekly
news broadcast was honored with first place at the Orange County Journalism Education Association awards
ceremony in February. Hartley Nicholson and Chelsea Wan won with their broadcast feature story “Back to
Dancing”. Entries were judged by professional journalists Christina Macaulay, Susan Valot, Matthew
Workman and Eric Winter. Top entries were shown during the awards ceremony.

Automotive Technology Competition
University High School

Nick Misserville’s Automotive Technology Internship class was named
one of the top six automotive programs in the 18th annual Orange
County Automotive Dealers Association’s (OCADC) automotive
technology competition. The highest-scoring, two-person teams from
the competition advanced to a hands-on competition in January, and
were paired with a local Orange County dealership for training.
Automotive Technology Internship students Stefan Mohammed and
Joseph Popovits were among the students competing, and qualified
to move to the final competition.
The competition was based on a pre-delivery inspection of vehicles
that had been “bugged” with various problems. The goal of the
competition was to perform delivery inspections on the vehicles and
locate, identify, and correct any “bugs” they may have found to
complete the inspection.
Students Stefan and Joseph had the highest score ever for a team
competing in their first competition. Each winning student received a
two thousand dollar scholarship to attend the Orange County community college of their choice. In addition, both students were offered
entry-level technician jobs at the Hyundai Motor Company.
Coastline Regional Occupational Program / coastlinerop.net
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A GLIMPSE INTO THE CLASSROOM
Coastline ROP Campus

Teacher appointed to OC Emergency Medical
Services Quality Assurance Board
Huntington Beach High School

C
Coastline
tlii ROP Fire
Fi Science
S i
101
101 instructor
i t t James
J
McDuffi
M D ffie was appointed
i
by the Orange County Board of Supervisors to serve as a member of the
Orange County Emergency Medical Services Quality Assurance Board
(EMS QAB).
The EMS QAB is a representative group of fifteen Orange County emergency medical service providers and participants. The purpose of the EMS
QAB is to monitor, investigate, study and make recommendations to the
EMS Program Manager and EMS Medical Director regarding the
quality and level of health care provided by the emergency medical
services system.
James McDuffie represented both Coastline ROP as an educator and the
Anaheim Fire Department as a firefighter.

California Arts Education Awards
Corona del Mar High School

Coastline ROP Computer Graphics teacher Teri Brudnak was selected by the California Art Education
Association to receive the Exemplary Program Award for 2010. This state award is granted to an individual
or school program who has contributed to and achieved the highest level of professionalism in the field of art
education. The award also acknowledges those who effectively incorporate the Visual Arts Standards and
the ideal use of technology.
The California Art Education Association is a professional art education organization composed of classroom
teachers (kindergarten through high school), junior college and university professors, administrators, art
specialists, retired teachers and individuals interested in the visual arts throughout the state. It is the largest
professional visual arts organization in California.
Ms. Brudnak was presented with this distinguished award at an awards breakfast at the California Art
Education Association Conference in San Jose. Ms. Brudnak has set an outstanding example through the
development of a strong and rich art education program. Her professionalism is greatly appreciated and
admired.
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SCHOOL
NEWPORT-MESA UNIFIED DISTRICT

Backbay / Monte Vista, Corona del Mar, Costa Mesa,
Estancia, Newport Harbor High Schools

Business Academy Wins National
Competition
Costa Mesa High School

Mike Sciacca’s Virtual Enterprise students from
Costa Mesa High School won the state championship at the Virtual Enterprise Trade Fair. The
Business Academy students advanced through all
four rounds of the state competition and placed
first in the state of California. The team defeated
last year’s national champion, which elevated them
into the top three rankings in the nation as they
proceeded to the finals.
The following April, Mr. Sciacca’s students represented the State of California at the Virtual Enterprise National Competition in New York City. The
Business Academy students won first place and
were crowned National Champions for their
successful presentation and defense of the business plan the team developed.
The Business Academy students prevailed over five other state championship teams after defeating
dozens of competing teams from across the nation.
The celebrated students were interviewed by the New York Times and spent the remainder of the week seeing the sites of New York City as national champions.

CTE Business Pathway Students in Nationals
Newport Harbor High School

Business Pathway students from Newport Harbor High School competed against 1,384 teams from 455 high
schools across the United States in the Deloitte Virtual Team Challenge, a national competition, which gives
students a realistic view of business through a highly immersive 3D simulation.
The students completed a series of tasks geared towards raising money for charity. The team-based activity
taught students the value of collaboration, research, and problem solving
to achieve optimal results.
Newport Harbor High School teams
placed in the top twenty of all students competing in the United States.
Kolby Pearson, Matt Schneider, Eli
Gutierrez, and Johnny Rios took
11th place honors. Brad Gustafson,
Dylan Ferguson, and Julio Gonzalez
took13th place honors.
Coastline Regional Occupational Program / coastlinerop.net
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SADDLEBACK VALLEY UNIFIED

HIGH SCHOOL
DISTRICT

El Toro, Laguna Hills, Mission Viejo,
Silverado / Miramonte, Trabuco Hills High Schools

Construction Technology Students win at TrigStar
Laguna Hills High School

Tom Williams, our construction technology
instructor at Laguna Hills High School, led
a group of students at the annual TrigStar
Competition at Santiago Canyon Community
College in March. Laguna Hills High School
took second and third place in surveying.
Nearby Trabuco Hills High School always
sends a large contingency and again took
first place this year, but to quote Mr.
Williams, “Next year we are going for the
gold!”

Fashion Show Displays What the Wild Things Wear
Mission Viejo High School

Under the direction of ROP instructor Lisa Snowden, the Careers in Fashion program, now in its fourth year
at Mission Viejo High School, produced a fashion show in January 2011, for an audience of more than 200
family members and friends.
The inspiration for the show came from the jungle and was aptly named What the Wild Things Wear.
Students demonstrated their skills by making or “repurposing” existing items of clothing which were judged
by local fashion designers. During the production process the students learned valuable teamwork and
collaborative skills. They effectively brainstormed and achieved consensus in group decision making that
ranged from the fashion show theme to the title and were responsible for the show’s marketing, styling, and
set designs. In addition, students were able to bridge the business world and the educational world when
they collaborated with Athena College of Beauty stylists on the show’s conceptual look.
According to Ms. Snowden, the fashion show was a success. The students did a wonderful job and everyone
had a great time.
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TUSTIN UNIFIED

SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Beckman, Foothill, Hillview,
Tustin High Schools

Teaching with the Culinary Institute of America
Tustin High School

In December, Tustin High School saw the return of “Teaching with the
Culinary Institute of America.” Master chefs from the Culinary Institute of
America worked alongside Chef Tom Schatti’s Culinary Arts students and
Janet Duke’s Newport Harbor High School Culinary Arts students.
At these demonstration events, Culinary Institute of America Master chefs
led a discussion of food item selection and food preparation, then prepared
two specialty dishes from start to finish with the assistance of students.

BLINK at the Tustin Art Walk
Tustin High School

Cheryl Dimson’s students from Tustin High School had their artwork on
display as part of the Tustin Art Walk in October of 2010. Their creations
were part of an exhibit called BLINK: A moment of student expression,
which showcases student artwork.
Three of the eight classes represented were Coastline ROP classes thanks
to the contributions of Ms. Dimson, who continues to find vehicles to share
her student’s work with the community.

Coastline Regional Occupational Program / coastlinerop.net
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BUSINESS PARTNERS

BUSINESS PARTNER of the Year
Each year, the California Association of Regional Occupational Centers and Programs (CAROCP)
recognizes business partners from all of the Regional Occupational Programs. This year, Coastline ROP
named CARE Ambulance our business partner of the year.
Care Ambulance has been an industry partner with Coastline ROP for the past eleven years. Every year,
approximately one hundred ROP students are provided a no-cost, ten-hour “ride along” or ambulance
experience under the careful guidance of trained, professional emergency medical technicians. Care
Ambulance is the largest provider of quality ambulance service in Orange and Los Angeles County and
is a staunch supporter of ROPs.
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Coastline
Community Event
“A Class Act”
Regional Occupational Program

On April 7, 2011, Coastline ROP held
the first of what it hopes will be many
open house style community events
called “A Class Act.” The ROP staff
welcomed over 800 visitors to the
event that was held at its main site in
Costa Mesa. “A Class Act” provided
the forum that allowed the ROP to
share with the public its career technical education program and the wonderful things ROP students are doing.
“We really want to showcase student
work, and we want our community to
recognize what our students do,”
commented ROP Superintendent
Darlene Le Fort.

by the Music Technology students
from Huntington Beach High School
and a fashion show performed by the
Careers in Fashion students from
Mission Viejo High School.

Throughout the afternoon students’
families, school district administrators,
local officials and others were given
the opportunity to see ROP students
in action. Students demonstrated
skills learned in their classes while
others had their work displayed in the
administration building.

However, it was not only music and
fashion that captured visitors’ attention. The Automotive Technology,
Environmental & Energy Technology,
Careers with Children, and Fire
Science students did not let the cold
and wind deter them from demonstrating their skills. For instance, the Fire
Science students suited up in full
firefighter gear and traversed a
wooden maze blindfolded to simulate a search and rescue operation
in smoke filled conditions. As a smile
spread across one student’s face, he
described his experience as “doing
something out of the ordinary . . .
you’re doing something that nobody
would really want to do. I think that’s
pretty awesome.”

Visitors were encouraged to tour the
campus, visit the classrooms, talk to
the students and teachers, and experience firsthand the skills that students
had learned. Those that chose to
brave the outdoors on the unusually
chilly and blustery day, were entertained with a musical performance

Inside the classroom was just as exciting for visitors. The Medical Nursing
Careers students eagerly showed off
what they had learned. While taking
a classmate’s vital signs, a student
exclaimed, “The most exciting thing
about my ROP class would be all the
different things we get to do in class

like give injections, draw blood, take
vital signs, and . . . dealing with
everyone in real life situations. It’s
pretty great.”
Upon entering the Crime Scene
Investigation classroom, visitors were
treated to a simulated crime scene. As
the visitors observed the chalk outline
of a body, an ROP student from
Westminster High School said, “I want
to be a CSI in the future and taking
Ms. Gilbert’s class has helped me
see what the field is going to actually
look like and what I’m going to be
doing. It’s really prepared me for
what’s going to actually happen in
the future.”
Although the weather that day was
unexpectedly windy, it too served a
purpose as it carried the aroma of
freshly made pasta across the campus enticing visitors to taste the delicious dishes prepared by the Culinary
Arts students under the direction of
Chef Schatti. As if the day wasn’t
perfect already, the Baking and Pastry
students topped off the day with an
assortment of desserts. For many
visitors, this was a sweet end to an
exciting and informative afternoon.

For more information about Coastline ROP classes visit www.coastlinerop.net.
Coastline Regional Occupational Program / coastlinerop.net
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DISTINGUISHED STUDENT RECOGNITION

On May 20, 2011, Coastline ROP held its seventh annual Distinguished Student Recognition
Ceremony and honored 154 students for their exemplary performance in career technical
education classes.
All nominees received
medallions and certificates
and finalists received
monetary scholarships.

For more information visit us at www.coastlinerop.net or call (714) 979-1955.

